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Department of Criminology 
& Criminal Justice

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice offers the following programs: a 36 
credit hour Certificate program in Criminology and Criminal Justice, a Bachelor of Arts, with 
a Minor or a Major in Criminology, a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and a Bach-
elor of Applied Arts in Criminal Justice.

Students with a general interest in criminology are invited to enroll in CRIM 1013 Introduc-
tion to Criminology and CRIM 1023 Introduction to Criminal Justice. These courses are a 
prerequisite for all other courses offered by the Criminology Department and will provide 
students with the opportunity to select other general interest courses in criminology 
beyond the first-year level. In some cases, students may be allowed to take upper-level 
Criminology courses with written permission of the instructor.

Minor in Criminology
Students wishing to complete a Minor in Criminology must complete CRIM 1013 and CRIM 
1023 and an additional 12 credit hours in Criminology courses.

Major in Criminology
Students must complete CRIM 1013: Introduction to Criminology and CRIM 1023: Introduc-
tion to Criminal Justice (a total of 6 credit hours) as a prerequisite for all courses offered by 
the Criminology Department. Students are also required to take one theory course, CRIM 
2013: Early Criminological Theory OR CRIM 3013: Contemporary Criminological Theory 
and one course in research methods:  CRIM 2103: Introduction to Qualitative Research 
Methods OR CRIM 2113: Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods. Finally, students 
are required to complete 3 credit hours from each of the six course streams (for a total of 18 
credit hours), plus an additional 6 credit hours of CRIM electives (from any course stream; 
for a total of 36 credit hours).
 

Note: The maximum number of credit hours that may be taken in 

a given year is 18, except with the permission of the Chair.

Honours Program in Criminology
Students honouring in Criminology require a total of 36 credit hours in Criminology to 
qualify for the Major (as outlined above, under Major in Criminology) plus an additional 21 
credit hours, described below, for a total of 57 credit hours, to complete the program. Stu-
dents wishing to pursue an Honours in Criminology must complete the following courses: 
CRIM 1013 & 1023 (or 1006), CRIM 2013, CRIM 2103, CRIM 2113, CRIM 2253, CRIM 3013, 
and CRIM 3103 or CRIM 4113, with a cumulative grade point average of 3.3, in the Honours/
Criminology subject. 

The following additional courses beyond those listed above are required for the Honours in 
Criminology:

CRIM 4013  Honours Seminar 
CRIM 4906  Honours Research Thesis
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Two 3 credit Criminology seminar courses at the 4000 level.

It is strongly advised that the Honours program is intended primarily for those students 
who plan to go to graduate school. Entrance to the Honours program is a two-stage pro-
cess. Students must first submit a formal application to the Chair of the Criminology and 
Criminal Justice Department which includes: a completed application form indicating a pre-
liminary course of study, an academic transcript, and a sample of writing which shows the 
candidate’s promise for completing the Honours thesis. Entrance to the Honours program is 
highly competitive, and the number of spaces available is limited.  Not all candidates who 
meet the minimum requirements will gain acceptance into the Honours program.

Course Streams
Cultural Studies
CRIM 2463 Cultural Criminology

CRIM 2743 Social Protest in Canada

CRIM 3263 Crime and the Media

CRIM 3273 Crime in Popular Film

CRIM 3403 Discourse and Crime

CRIM 3563 Visual Criminology

CRIM 4143 Hate Crime

CRIM 4273 Advanced Studies in Crime in Popular Film

CRIM 4513 Ethnography and Crime

Criminal Justice Studies
CRIM 2243 Corrections

CRIM 2403 Criminalizing Women in Canada

CRIM 2503 Diversity, Crime & Justice in Canada

CRIM 2943 Victimology

CRIM 3123 Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice

CRIM 3153 Criminal Behaviour

CRIM 3163            Perspectives on Missing Persons 
CRIM 3203            Government and the Criminal Justice System 
CRIM 3283            Crime Prevention
CRIM 3953 Peacemaking Criminology and Restorative Justice

CRIM 4133 International and Comparative Criminal Justice 

Law & Society Studies
CRIM 2123 Criminal Law

CRIM 2253 Crime and Society in Historical Perspective 
CRIM 3143 Charter Rights and Criminal Justice

CRIM 3163            Perspectives on Missing Persons
CRIM 3223 Criminal Procedure

CRIM 3243 Advanced Criminal Law

CRIM 3503 Wrongful Conviction!

CRIM 4403 Feminist Legal Studies 



S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y



138 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

explore a number of data collection methods inherent to qualitative research, as well as 
critically evaluate and make appropriate use of secondary information sources. Prerequi-
sites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-2113. Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods (POLS  2913)
This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to social science research 
methods and statistics as they apply to criminology and criminal justice issues. It aims to 
help students understand the fundamentals of the scientific method, including research 
design, sampling methodologies, measurement strategies, statistics, and data collection 
techniques, while assisting them in the development of the necessary critical thinking skills 
to critique and evaluate criminal justice research. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-2123. Criminal Law
This course provides an introduction to criminal law - what it is, how it came into being, and 
the various elements of offences and forms of defence within Canada’s criminal law system. 
Possible topics include: sources of criminal law in Canada; duty to act; voluntariness; neg-
ligent homicide; causation; strict and absolute liability; attempts; and a variety of criminal 
defences, including mental disorder, mistake of fact, consent, provocation, and necessity. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-2223. Youth Justice (HMRT)
This course will examine theories of juvenile delinquency in historical and contemporary 
perspectives. A review of Canadian legislation concerning young offenders will be done to 
illuminate the official response to juvenile delinquency in light of the theories noted above. 
Special attention will be given to the Young Offenders Act, juvenile justice in Canada, the 
disposition of young offenders, and the rights of young adults. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 
and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-2233. Police and the Canadian Community
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addressing criminal behaviour. Prerequisite: CRIM 2243.
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analysis. Topics include terrorism, gendered violence, hate crime, crime waves, serial homi-
cide, police crime, and youth crime. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3273. Crime in Popular Film
This course will explore popular and primarily American film from a criminological perspec-
tive, paying particular attention to how we understand crime through film. Such themes as 
what is a crime film?, criminology in crime films, police films, court room films, and prison 
films will be explored. At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to critically 
evaluate film and the relationships between crime and society portrayed through popular 
film. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3283. Crime Prevention
This course will explore three approaches to crime prevention - primary, secondary and 
tertiary, that reduce the likelihood of crime and/or fear of crime in society. Using both 
academic and policy documents to explore ways in which agents of the criminal justice 
system and the community embark on strategies to reduce crime, students will evaluate the 
effectiveness of such strategies as crime prevention through environmental design, crime 
mapping, target hardening, deterrence, crime prevention through social development and 
public education. Topics may include: identity theft, cyber bullying, bio-violence. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3403. Discourse and Crime
This course introduces students to the power and impact of discourse in criminology. The 
discourses of crime will be critically analyzed through such topics as interviews, interroga-
tions, testimony, written accounts, judicial interpretations, and media accounts. Prerequi-
site: A minimum of 75 credit hours, which includes CRIM 1013 and 1023 or CRIM 1006, or 
permission of the instructor.

CRIM-3503. Wrongful Conviction!
Wrongful convictions undermine the legitimacy premise that accused persons are innocent 
until proven guilty under the law. This course focuses on reasons and factors contribut-
ing to wrongful convictions: eyewitness identification, jailhouse informants; and looks 
at outcomes and legislations that have been enacted to prevent and remedy these legal/
social injustices. This course explores how police, expert witnesses, prosecutors, defence 
lawyers, juries, trial judges and defendants contribute to wrongful convictions; and how 
that can be remedied. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3513. Organized Crime
This course is designed to provide a critical look at the phenomenon of organized crime. 
The appearance of organized crime in place and time, its various definitions, and the 
forms it takes, such as Mafias, triads, posses, cartels, and biker gangs, will be examined. 
Organized crime will be situated in the larger socio-cultural context where its institutional 
assessment and media portrayal will be analyzed. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3563. Visual Criminology 
This course is a pantheonic study of how visuals are used in research, media, evidentia-
rism, teaching, and artistic representations of crime. Visual technologies study forensic 
evidence, examine photographs for identification and images for content, and are used to 
record criminal events. The course re/collects visual data for analysis using visual teaching 
technologies to create a critical reflection on lived experience. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and 
CRIM 1023.
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CRIM-3643. Terrorism: An Introduction
This course provides a survey of issues related to terrorism and global conflict wherein 
students will be able to discuss social, political, economic and cultural roots of terrorism.  
In particular, this course will develop an appreciation of the complex motivations producing 
terrorism, as well as the unusual character and significant trade-offs that are induced by 
governments to minimize the impact of terrorism. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023

CRIM-3803. Child and Youth Rights
This interdisciplinary course focuses on the implementation of articles of the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, specifically provision rights (e.g., health care, education), 
protection rights (e.g., from abuse, neglect, exploitation), and participation rights (e.g., 
in families, schools) with a particular emphasis on the implementation of these articles in 
Canada. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023, HMRT 2003.

CRIM-3843. Corporate Crime and Corporate Regulation
This course will provide an overview and critical analysis of corporate crime and its regula-
tion in Canada. The course will examine: the problems of definition of corporate crime; the 
images, measurement and victims of such crime; the types of corporate crime; theories and 
perspectives on the etiology of corporate criminality and corporate crime; the origins of the 
laws against corporate crime and contemporary legislative lawmaking in this field; the ef-
fectiveness of policing and regulation of corporate crime; and various reforms proposed to 
deal with such crimes in the future. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023.

CRIM-3933. Independent Study in Criminology            
Students may undertake independent studies under the direction of a member of the crimi-
nology faculty with the permission of the Chair. The course is limited to students of proven 
academic merit. It is expected that students will have a clear idea of their area of study 
and they will be expected to submit a written proposal about the selected topic including a 
preliminary bibliography, a clear articulation of the research topic, and an argument justify-
ing the topic as an independent course of study. Determination of the credit value of the 
proposed course of study will be decided in consultation with the faculty member involved. 

CRIM-3936. Independent Study in Criminology
Students may undertake independent studies under the direction of a member of the crimi-
nology faculty with the permission of the Chair. The course is limited to students of proven 
academic merit. It is expected that students will have a clear idea of their area of study 
and they will be expected to submit a written proposal about the selected topic including a 
preliminary bibliography, a clear articulation of the research topic, and an argument justify-
ing the topic as an independent course of study. Determination of the credit value of the 
proposed course of study will be decided in consultation with the faculty member involved.

CRIM-3953. Peacemaking Criminology and Restorative Justice
This seminar critically examines the philosophical, spiritual, and sociological bases of 
peacemaking criminology and restorative justice theory and practice. Also discussed will 
be particular restorative justice initiatives and other alternatives to the current retributive 
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framework when students complete the second stage of the program at St. Thomas in their 
third and fourth years of study.

The program is open to New Brunswick Community College (NBCC) graduates of the 
Criminal Justice, Correctional Techniques, Police Foundations, and Youth Care Worker di-
ploma programs. In addition, the program is open to Collège Communautaire du Nouveau-
Brunswick (CCNB) graduates of the Techniques d’intervention en délinquance, Techniques 
correctionnelles, Techniques parajudiciaires, and Techniques policières diploma programs.

NOTE: The requirements for Years 3 and 4 of the BAA-CJ vary depending on which diploma 
program was completed in Years 1 and 2, as outlined below. 

Requirements for NBCC graduates of the Criminal Justice, Correctional 
Techniques, or Police Foundations diploma:
Year 3 
Students are required to take:
CRIM 2123  Criminal Law
CRIM 3013  Contemporary Criminological Theory
CRIM 3203             Government and the Criminal Justice System

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following electives in each of year 
three and year four:
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights;  French Literature; Spanish 
Literature.

Students will select an additional 9 credit hours from any Arts courses offered.

Total credit hours for Year 3: 30

Year 4
Students are required to select 6 credit hours from the following electives in each of year 
three and year four:
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure 

Students must select 9 credit hours from criminology course offerings.

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights;  French Literature; Spanish 
Literature.

Students will select an additional 6 credit hours from any Arts courses offered.

Total credit hours for Year 4: 30
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Requirements for NBCC graduates of the Youth Care Worker Diploma: 
Year 3 
Students are required to take:
CRIM 1013   Introduction to Criminology and Criminal Justice
CRIM 1023   Introduction to Criminal Justice

3 credit hours from the following options: 
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure

6 credit hours from the Youth Studies stream, which includes the following options: 
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2263  Children and Youth at Risk
CRIM 3803  Child and Youth Rights
CRIM 4153  Advanced Studies in Youth Justice Policy

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights;  French Literature; Spanish 
Literature.
 
Students will select an additional 9 credit hours from any Arts courses offered.

Total credit hours for Year 3: 30

Year 4
Students are required to take:
CRIM 2123  Criminal Law
CRIM 3013  Contemporary Criminological Theory
CRIM 3203             Government and the Criminal Justice System

Students must also select 3 credit hours from the following electives in each of year three 
and year four:
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure 

Students must select 6 credit hours from Criminology course offerings.

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 

English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; Human Rights;  French Literature; Spanish 

Literature.

Students will select an additional 3 credit hours from any Arts courses offered. 

Total credit hours for Year 4: 30
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Requirements for CCNB graduates of the Techniques d’intervention en 
délinquance diploma program: 
Year 3
CRIM 2943  Victimology

CRIM 2643/ Abnormal Psychology
PSYCH 2643

3ch from:
CRIM 2223  Youth Justice
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure
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CRIM 2943 


